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Team News 
UPCOMING 

EVENTS:  

 August 19:  Cross 

Country Practice 

Begins 

 August 20:  Il Vici-

no Night (E. Doug-

las) 

 August 22:  Kona 

Ice at Lunch 

 August 29:  6th 

grade Mixer 3:15-

5:00 

 Sept. 2:  No School 

 Sept. 3:  Volleyball 

Tryouts begin 

 Sept. 5:  Kona Ice 

at Lunch 

 Sept.8 :  Chicken & 

Pickle-All School 

Fundraiser (5:30-

7:30) 

 Sept. 10:  Founda-

tion and PTSO 

Meeting 

 Sept. 11:  Picture 

Day 

 Sept. 13:  Cross 

Country Meet 

 Sept. 18:  Cross 

Country Meet 

Welcome back for the 2019-2020 

school year.  We have had a great 

first three days of school!  The 

teachers have some exciting lessons 

and projects planned for this year.   

 

If students need help with school 

supplies, please let us know and we 

can get you into contact with 

Robinson staff members who can 

help!  

 

PTSO is hosting the Robinson 6th 

Grade Mixer Thursday, August 29 

from 3:15-5:00pm. Tickets will be 

sold during lunch.  Students will 

need their ID for purchasing a ticket 

and entering the dance.   

 

Did you complete any community 

service hours this summer?  Make 

sure you write your reflection and 

turn in your community service forms 

to your CHARGE Teacher.  If you have 

any questions please see Ms. 

Mandelbaum (6th Grade) and Ms. 

Rowley (7th and 8th Grade).  Log 

sheets are available on our team 

page on the Robinson Website.   

Sixth Graders need to complete 15 

hours, Seventh Graders 20 hours, 

and Eighth Graders 25 hours.  If the 

hours are not completed Social 

Studies grades will be lowered 10%. 

 

Please make sure you are checking 

Parent/Student Vue for the most up 

to date grades.  Thank you for your 

support!  Please contact us if you 

have any questions or concerns.   
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Volunteers Needed 

Know of a Community  
Service Opportunity?   

Email Denise Van Horn at dvanhorn@usd259.net to include on this page.   

Have you heard of Volunteer Kansas? It’s a website 

(www.volunteerkansas.org) for people who want to find 

exciting and useful ways to engage in their community.  

Students can browse opportunities to volunteer by loca-

tion or by their interests. 

United Way has a website that lists 

volunteer opportunities for teens.  For 

more information, visit http://

www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-

volunteers/ . 

Turn in hours to your CHARGE Teacher. 

Check google classroom for the number 

of hours you have turned in. 
Students can join Google Classroom  

1. Sign into the portal (https://portal.usd259.net)  (MUST USE THEIR USD259 account) 

2. Click on Google Classroom 

3. Click on the + in the upper right to join a class 

4. Use the Classroom Code:  ajoks4 

http://www.volunteerkansas.org/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
https://portal.usd259.net
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Sixth Grade PIB 
Berry—Math Berry—Science 

Callard—Language Arts Flores—Spanish 

This week we begin using the book we received on Fri-

day.  Our first topic with cover factors and area.  It’s 

interesting to see the way that area is used to explain 

these ideas as well as mathematical properties.  Stu-

dents will have daily homework due at the beginning of 

the next class. We are writing the assignments in our 

agendas.  The math program MATHIA can be accessed 

at home so students can get additional practice on the 

skills.  Our first test is tentatively scheduled for Friday, 

August 30th. 

Students begin work in their science journals this 

week.  Our first unit is lab procedures, safety, and 

measurement.  Feel free to check their science jour-

nals to see what activities they are completing.  The 

grading is explained in the front of the Science spi-

ral.  I generally grade it the week after it’s completed, 

so you should see this week’s activities on the grade 

book next week.  I will let you know which pages I’m 

grading in this weekly newsletter. 

Mandelbaum—Language Arts Mandelbaum—Social Studies 

Polson—Spanish Taylor—Math 

We will be working in our first unit of our Pearson 

books, focusing on the theme of “Childhood”.  We 

will be reading poetry and memoir excerpts that 

relate to various challenges and triumphs growing 

up. We will always be relating our reading and 

writing to our own personal experiences growing 

up. 

Next week we will be completing an overview of 

historical, geographical and economic infor-

mation that will be used throughout the year 

while studying ancient civilizations. 

Welcome, 6th grade Rams!  I have heard many wonderful 

things from our students’ 5th grade teachers and am looking 

forward to a productive and fun year with some great kids!  The 

first Big Idea of this school year is “Childhood,” and our first 

reading selection will be excerpts from the award-winning poet-

ry memoir Brown Girl Dreaming, by Jacqueline Woodson. We 

will also be working daily on language, vocabulary, writing, and 

grammar concepts. I will be ordering our Wordly Wise vocabu-

lary workbooks next week, so please return your child’s form 

and $10 for the book (or scholarship request form) by Tuesday, 

August 20th. Thank you! 

Welcome to all of our new 6th graders! It's been a 

great first few days together. This week we've 

been improving our memory skills by memorizing 

everyone's name in class! Next week students will 

learn a catchy song that will make it easy for 

them to learn the parts of the body. Get ready to 

hear some interesting music at home! 

¡Bienvenidos a la clase de español! We’ve met 

each other, covered the rules, were introduced to 

Sr. Wooly, and started learning commands al-

ready! Next week we’ll get connected on Class-

room, watch a music video, and make a monster 

project. Don’t forget to practice at home! 

Students have taken a pre-test of course 1 topics. 

They will be getting their consumable workbooks 

Friday; we will remove topic 1 and place those 

pages in student binders. The rest of their books 

will be kept here in class till we are ready for topic 

2. 



Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science 

Lavacek—Language Arts Rowley—Social Studies 

Sims—Language Arts Sinsel—Math 

Van Horn—Math 

Welcome back 7th Grade Rams!  We will begin working on Module 3 Topic 1:  Algebraic Expressions.  

This year students are asked to complete 25% of the curriculum each nine weeks.  They will have time 

each week in class to work towards this goal.  If you need additional help, ZAP is available on Tuesday 

and Thursday at lunch in my classroom. 

Students will working on their Summer Reading 

responses in class. They should have the physical 

copies of their books. We have had a great week 

getting to know one another! 

This coming week, the seventh graders will ana-

lyze tone and structure in writing.  We will also 

begin our study of narrative text elements and 

fiction. 

Math 7+:  Math students have started the Algebraic Expres-

sions topic, which we’ll continue next week.  Watch for the 

first quiz of the school year to take place Thursday or Friday! 

 

Algebra 1:  Algebra students have completed their review 

test of last year’s material and will spend the first part of the 

week reviewing a few topics from last year.  Toward the end 

of the week, we’ll start the first algebra topic, Quantities and 

Relationships, which will involve an introduction to function 

families. 

I am really enjoying getting to know these new 7th 

graders; I am very excited about this school 

year.  Hopefully you have seen our class syllabus (or 

will this weekend) that outlines the procedures in the 

class.  Please let me know if you have any ques-

tions.  Our first unit of Geography is Core Concepts; 

concepts and skills we need to understand all the re-

gions we will study.  We will begin with physical geog-

raphy concepts of maps versus globes, latitude and 

longitude, and climate.   
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Seventh Grade PIB 

Next week students will do a variety of activities to 

review the Spanish vocabulary and grammar that 

they learned last year. Their first homework as-

signment will actually be due the following Tues-

day, August 27th. They can get a head start on the 

homework by making flashcards for the vocabu-

lary words found on my google classroom page.  

Seventh-Grade Science classes start next week 

with a safety and class procedures quiz on Mon-

day, and will then begin their studies of electro-

magnetism.  
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Eighth Grade PIB 

Van Horn—Math 

Welcome back 8th Grade Rams!  We will begin working on Module 1 Topic 1:  Quantities and Relation-

ships.  This year students are asked to complete 25% of the curriculum each nine weeks.  They will have 

time each week in class to work towards this goal.  If you need additional help, ZAP is available on Tues-

day and Thursday at lunch in my classroom. 

Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science 

Lavacek—Language Arts Rowley—Social Studies 

Sims—Language Arts Sinsel—Math (2nd Hour) 

Sinsel—Math (4th Hour) Taylor—Math 

Algebra students have completed their review test 

of last year’s material and will spend the first part 

of the week reviewing a few topics from last 

year.  Toward the end of the week, we’ll start the 

first algebra topic, Quantities and Relationships, 

which will involve an introduction to function fami-

lies. 

Topic 1 in Geometry, Using a Rectangular Coordi-

nate System, introduces students to making con-

jectures – a theme that continue into topic 2. 

Lesson 2 has students construct a coordinate 

planes using tools for precision. 

This coming week, the eighth graders will analyze 

tone and structure in writing.  We will also begin 

our study of narrative text elements and suspense 

fiction. 

Algebra students have completed their review 

test of last year’s material and will spend the first 

part of the week reviewing a few topics from last 

year.  Toward the end of the week, we’ll start the 

first algebra topic, Quantities and Relationships, 

which will involve an introduction to function fam-

ilies. 

Students will working on their Summer Reading 

responses in class. They should have the physical 

copies of their books. We have had a great week 

getting to know one another! 

I am very excited to see the kids again, my goodness they have 

grown over the summer!  For content, we will begin our year learn-

ing about the colonization of North America.  Learning about the 

Native Americans and the colonies of Roanoke and Jamestown, 

we will practice historiography, “the writing of history based on the 

critical examination of sources, the selection of particular details 

from the authentic materials in those sources, and the synthesis 

of those details into a narrative that stands the test of critical ex-

amination” (britannica.com).   

8th grade Spanish is moving very quickly already! 

Students have their first quiz over vocabulary from 

Ch. 4B in their textbooks on Friday, August 23rd. 

Some effective ways that your student can pre-

pare for this quiz are by going over flashcards and 

doing the various activities from the quizlet.com 

website.  

Eighth-Grade Science classes start next week 

with a safety and class procedures quiz on Mon-

day, and will then begin their studies of waves. 

https://www.britannica.com/


P
IB

 C
o

n
ta

c
t In

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 

If you wish to contact any of the Pre-IB teachers with questions please 
note the following contact information.  You can leave a message by 

phone for any teacher at 973-8600. 

Berry, Kathleen  
6th Grade Math and Science 
Email:  kberry@usd259.net 

 
 

Callard, Tracy 
6th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  tcallard@usd259.net 
 
 

Flores, Tara 
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Spanish 
Email:  tflores@usd259.net 

 
 

Jenney, Charles  
7th and 8th Grade Science 

Email:  cjenney@usd259.net 
 
 

Lavacek, Molly  
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  mlavacek@usd259.net 
 
 

Mandelbaum, Susan  
6th Gr. Language Arts & Social Studies 
Email:  smandelbaum@usd259.net 

 
 

Polson, Elizabeth  
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Spanish 

Email:  epolson@usd259.net 
 
 

Rowley, Michele  
7th and 8th Grade Social Studies 

Email:  mrowley@usd259.net 
 
 

Sims, Katherine  
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  ksims@usd259.net 
 
 

Sinsel, Jennifer  
7th and 8th Grade Math 

Email:  jsinsel@usd259.net 
 
 

Taylor, Mike 
6th and 8th Grade Math 

Email:  mstroot@usd259.net 
 
 

Van Horn. Denise  
Team Leader 

7th and 8th Grade Math 
Email:  dvanhorn@usd259.net 

Website 
http://www.usd259.org/robinson/pib 

The page gives team information.  A Weekly Newsletter (published Friday afternoons) 
will be posted.  The newsletter will give information about topics of study and events 

for the following week.  To access classroom websites you will need to use your 
Parent/Student Vue account. 


